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CLAWTON CLARION  
 May 2021 

  
Welcome to the May 2021 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
At last the weather is improving, coronavirus cases are falling and we are all 
getting our vaccinations. We look forward to getting together and meeting friends and family again. 
Clawton is slowly starting to return to some normality with church services now started and a 
community outdoor “litter pick” event planned to tidy up our village.  
Please keep your contributions and good news stories coming – any feedback is always welcome! 
 
Information in this edition is correct at the time of going to print, but we await announcements 
throughout May regarding  further changes in restrictions. 
 
Please send contributions for the next edition by midday on Thursday 20th May 2021 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 
St Leonard’s Church 
 

St Leonard’s church continues to be open daily for private prayer 
and visitors.   

There will be a Holy Communion service for Pentecost on: 

 Sunday 23rd May at 11.00 

All are welcome – it was good to have our first service in church 
again in April, many thanks to those who attended. 
 

Can visitors please respect social distancing and maintain appropriate hygiene during their visits.  
 
For any church related concerns or queries please contact:Rev Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} 
Tel: 07554 142264 - email- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
Irene Ellis (Church warden) Tel:01409 271371  
 

Holsworthy Ales 

The brewery will be open outside every Saturday afternoon 
3.30pm - 6.30pm until October.  The restrictions should 
gradually disappear, at which point plans will be made for an 
evening event or two. 
Since we were unable to run our open evenings during 2020 
we will automatically renew for free all memberships which 
expired during 2020. New membership cards won't be issued - 
your new expiry date will simply be 12 months later than that 
noted on your existing card. 
As for last year, for members hoping to use their membership for free draught beer at an open 
night, as we can't guarantee if there will be any, we will allow free draught beer to be redeemed on 
a Saturday shop afternoon instead (as usual, on two occasions during your membership for you and 
two friends).  
 

mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com
mailto:sjmskinners@btinternet.com
tel:01409
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Clawton Parish Council News from Paul Grafton and Sally Whitehead 

The Parish Council AGM will be held on Monday 10th May at 7.30pm.  This will be followed by the 
usual full parish council meeting.  These will be closed meetings due to the Covid restrictions. 
 
It has been usual practice to invite a spokesperson from each of the local groups to update the 
council on the last year’s activities at the AGM. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions this will not 
be possible this year.  
We would still like to hear about  and report any local groups’ activities and would be delighted if  
reports could be sent  to Sally Whitehead (Clerk to the Parish Council) at 
clawtonpcclerk@outlook.com The Chair, Paul Grafton, will then read out the reports to the 
councillors during the AGM. We realise it has been a very difficult year, but some groups have used 
Zoom as a way of keeping in touch and the Parish Council would be pleased to hear about any 
innovative ways that groups managed to stay active during these trying times. Thank you. 
 
Together with Judi (editor of the Clarion) Paul has agreed to try an experimental letters feature in 
the Clawton Clarion which will commence next month. Please send letters, comments and queries 
regarding village matters or any news you would like to share to Judi at graham.jw@btinternet.com 
Paul will answer any he can and seek answers for others.  

Clawton Parish Hall Report from Maralyn Bailey 
 
We have received retirement requests from Irene, Les and Henry.  We will all miss their support of 
many, many years.   The hall has been the hub of the community for almost 70 years since the 
community first had the idea and tirelessly worked together to provide the meeting place for 
everyone.    All three people have been key in the hall’s day to day development and use.   
On your behalf I send our grateful thanks to them all.     
Ken Sayers will be taking on the position of treasurer, which Henry has carried out so ably.   
  
Our already small committee is therefore sorely depleted and desperately needs to have new 
members. We know that the village community appreciate having this wonderful asset and the 
events held for the upkeep are always well attended and enjoyable. The major tasks of updating the 
hall have now been completed and  being a committee member will consist of helping to plan the 
day to day care of the hall and also organising and assisting at events. If you feel able to help us, we 
will welcome you! 
Owen Ravenscroft, from North Tamerton (Orbital) electrician has PAT tested all our plug in 
appliances. We owe a huge thank you to Graham Hames with his band of willing helpers who have 
been getting “stoned” at the side of the hall, which will complete the outside area revamp. 
 

The hall committee has decided to remain closed until August, this is following the guidelines 
issued to us. The updated info will be issued after the 21st June “road map” date.    
The hall will be available for the local elections, as we can fulfil the requirements for voters’ 
needs. 
 

The inner foyer will be open on weekdays 10 am to 4pm so avid readers and puzzlers can access 
the books and jigsaws, the inner doors will be padlocked – this will be compliant with the insurance 
needs, but importantly this will ensure the main hall area will remain Covid safe, after 
cleaning.  Please use the sanitiser which is available on the bookshelves. 
We are preparing for a commercial deep clean to ensure the right start for our new caretaker.   Our 
aim is to provide a Covid safe area for all users. 
On a personal note in May I will celebrate 50 years of living on Horslett Hill. I never tire of its 
beauty, tranquillity and sameness!    I have never wanted to live anywhere else.  
Here’s to the next 50!!   

mailto:clawtonpcclerk@outlook.com
mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com


     

  

3 
 

Local Elections    Introducing Pete Watson your straight talking                   

      2021          Independent Candidate for Holsworthy Rural 
 
                                                                           My name is Pete Watson, I have lived in the tiny village of                                           
                                                                           Tetcott with my partner Julie for seventeen years now, for    
                                                                            ten of those years I have been District Councillor for the area  
                                                                            known as Broadheath Ward, when I was initially elected in  
                                                                            2011, I stood as a Conservative candidate but like many other                     
                                                                            Councillors who had previously stood as a 'party' candidate I  
                                                                            soon become disenchanted with party politics in local  
                                                                            government, so at the last Election in 2019 I stood as an  
                                                                            Independent Candidate. Independents are free to speak out 
rather than tow the party line! I didn’t know much about local government initially, but I have worked 
hard, I am Chairman of the Internal Overview & Scrutiny Committee which looks into the Internal 
decisions made by the Torridge District Council, I have also been a member of the Planning Committee 
which is a Committee where you are not always popular with the public.  
 
I’ve always enjoyed working with people, those who  
already know me know that they can rely on me to call  
them back when they leave a message. I always answer  
emails and I try my best to help and support people in 
my Ward and quite often beyond. I have always supported 
the village halls in Broadheath Ward, I am Chairman of our  
village hall, The Arscott Hall in Tetcott where you can often  
find me sat on the mower cutting the grass. I realise how  
important these hubs are to our rural communities.  
Covid 19 has had an impact on all our lives this year so let’s just hope we can all get back together soon. 
 
In 2019 the Ward saw big changes by the Boundaries Commission to become one of the largest Wards in 
Torridge and is now a two Councillor Ward. Holsworthy Rural is a large Devon County Council area 
taking in at least half of the parishes I currently represent in my role as Torridge District Councillor. I 
enjoy being a District Councillor but feel like I would like to get to know how things work at Devon 
County Council. I know Barry Parson has worked hard for Holsworthy Rural and he will be a hard act to 
follow!  I have some different ideas on how to rejuvenate the Holsworthy Rural area.  I’ve been told that 
my approach to represent the whole community is like that of Des Shadrick who put Holsworthy first 
and put politics aside and achieved - look at the cycleway, the Ruby Country Initiative, etc., 
 
                                                                               I’m not a person who’s going to make you false promises 
that  
                                                                               everything can be fixed instantly, I’ve been a Councillor long  
                                                                               enough to know that’s not how Councils work but If you  

                                                                 

                                                          Vote for me on The 6th of May 2021  
                                                                                
                                                                             you will give me the opportunity to be there, to influence,  
                                                                               to be the voice for Holsworthy Rural and I will try my  
                                                                               best to make a real difference.  
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 Tributes to Peter Oliver RIP 

From Judi Graham – Peter has been a staunch supporter and distributor  of the Clawton Clarion 
for many years and was a great support to me when I took over the reins as editor from Irene 
almost five years ago. Even though he reduced his delivery round when he became more unwell, 
Peter continued to deliver to those further out of the village until March of this year. I send sincere 
condolences to Eileen – he will be sorely missed. 

 

From Maralyn Bailey - Sadly, the community has lost Peter 
Oliver who, along with Eileen, organised the whist evenings 
and afternoons at the bowling club with both providing 
hours of entertainment and companionship. Over the years 
the substantial profits from the whist have been passed to 
Henry to support the hall.   As Eileen had said that Peter 
loved flowers and his garden, I have purchased some acers 
which will be planted with seasonal flowers, and will be at 
the entrance to the hall, a lasting tribute to Peter. 

 

From Anne Mitchell - It was with sadness that we heard of 
Peter Olivers death.  For several years Peter has 
organised  the monthly whist  evening which was greatly 
enjoyed by the card players,  not least because Peter was a 
very good cook and always bought a selection of home made 
cakes for everyone to enjoy.  I think many people came more 
for the cakes and chatter than the cards! 

 

From Steve Brown (Director of Public Health Devon) 

'Unprecedented' and 'life-changing' are the two adjectives we are familiar with hearing used to 
describe this pandemic that has touched every person's life. In some respect, it feels like only 
yesterday, and yet to see where we were then and where we are now, the journey that we have all 
experienced has been long.  
 
The coronavirus pandemic is very much still with us. But there is a lot to be optimistic about, and 
our testing capability and the mass vaccination programme have a part to play in that. We have 
done well in Devon to keep the worst of the pandemic at arms length, for which I thank everyone. 

So as we move towards the loosening of restrictions, we must do so with caution. The measures we 
have in place – social distancing, face coverings and washing our hands regularly – are likely to be 
with us for some time yet to come. And so they must remain, if we are to learn to live with this virus 
and not allow cases to rise again. 

We have learned a lot about ourselves these last 12 months, and a lot of good things have come 
from the changes we have had to make in our lives. If 2020 was a year we’d rather scratch from the 
calendar, then this year let’s try to keep hold of the many good things that we’ve learned, about our 
ability to adapt and to look out for each other, our families, neighbours and friends. 
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Environmental Ramblings from Andy Rogers 
 

We had an excellent ‘Covid safe’ litter pick on Saturday the third of April – in two 
hours, five volunteers collected twelve large bin bags of recycling and waste from 

outside the Livestock Market, and down 
the road to Rydon Lane.  We also identified and 
reported three separate fly tipping locations. My 
thanks to our excellent volunteers, Evelyn, Kim, 
Mary, and Pauline who gave up their Easter Saturday 
morning to make a real difference.  

As we head into Spring and summer, the 
undergrowth will cover much of the waste – so now 
is the time to do the odd pick whilst out on your 
walks – but be aware of contamination, always wear 
gloves, and be traffic aware!  At Westcountry Rivers 
Trust we are also collecting data on waste, especially 
on the roads and paths near our streams and rivers.  
You are welcome to upload your findings here: 
https://data.preventingplasticpollution.com/pages/upload  - I am here to help if you would like to 
get involved., We would also love to see your pictures and hear of your experiences. I am also happy 
to help with your litter pick events, as we have all the right equipment and links to have the litter 
properly re-cycled. 

The Woodland Trust have just published an interesting and informative document on the state of 
our woods and trees.  Native Woodland is a fundamental part of our landscape and lives, as well as 
refuges for wildlife.  The report does not make fun reading, and highlights some of the many 
nuanced and complex impacts of Climate Change. For example, Spring is now coming an average 8.4 
days earlier, for blue tits, this means the caterpillars they rely on no longer coincide with chick 
hatching. Another widespread impact is that while woodland cover has been increasing, wildlife 
within woodlands itself has declined sharply. The findings and full report can be found here:   
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ . Please touch base if you have any thoughts or want to get 
involved in things Environmental!  andy@wrt.org.uk  

A last reminder for the farm plastic recycle day at Holsworthy Market on the 24th of May. There 
are only a few days left to book and take part at this FWAG run event. For more information and to 
book follow the link: -  https://preventingplasticpollution.com/events/holsworthy-farmers-
market-plastic-recycling-day/or call FWAG South West on 01823 660684 to book directly. 

Clawton Community Litter Pick – Judi Graham and Andy Rogers 
 

Andy has agreed to support us and provide all equipment (gloves, high visibility 
wear, bags and litter pickers) for a village litter pick on Wednesday, 2nd June at 
14.00 to support  
The Great British Spring Clean - see further information at 

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-
campaigns/great-british-spring-clean  

We will all meet at the village hall (bring your children, grandchildren, 
parents and grandparents!) and there will be refreshments back at the hall 
at the end of the event.  
Andy will also be on hand to answer any environmental queries  

 
  

https://data.preventingplasticpollution.com/pages/upload
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
mailto:andy@wrt.org.uk
https://preventingplasticpollution.com/events/holsworthy-farmers-market-plastic-recycling-day/
https://preventingplasticpollution.com/events/holsworthy-farmers-market-plastic-recycling-day/
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-british-spring-clean
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On our litter theme – a poem from Les Johnson 

The Problem of Rubbish at Clawton (and elsewhere) 
  
What’s happened to Goode Olde England, 
This once green and pleasant land? 
With all the rubbish thrown around  
It’s now completely out of hand. 
  
No end to the amount of stuff 
That’s thrown out every 
day, 
The endless loads of litter 
dropped 
With bins just yards away. 
  
What is it gives some 
drivers. 
The almost constant urge 
To throw things from car 
windows 
And litter up the verge? 
  

You drive along the motorway 
With stuff blowing in the wind. 
Why don’t  they simply take it home 
And make sure that it’s binned? 
  
A load of balding worn out tyres 

Dumped on some farmer’s land, 
Killing off his rowing crops –  
Certainly not what he had planned. 
  
So many cowboy ‘clearance’ clowns 
For some quick financial gains, 
Just dump stuff in the countryside 
In fields and country lanes. 
  
So, a word to everybody, 

However far you roam, 
Please do us all a favour 
And take your rubbish home!

 

  

Have you got your free rapid COVID-19 tests yet? 

Alongside the vaccination rollout, regular testing of people without symptoms of coronavirus is at 
the heart of easing restrictions and reopening society and the economy safely. It's so as many 
positive cases as possible can be found and isolated to stop the virus spreading, particularly as one 
in three people don't know they've got it as they don't have any symptoms so could be passing it on 
without realising.  

That's why every adult in England is being encouraged to take a free rapid COVID-19 test (known as 
a lateral flow device (LFD) test) twice a week. They are easy, quick and convenient, and the results 
are usually available to you within the hour.  

You can also  collect home-testing kits from Lloyds or Boots chemists in Holsworthy  

If the test is negative, you can carry on with your day while still following the 
public health guidance about social distancing, hand washing and wearing 
face coverings. If the test is positive, you need to self-isolate immediately 
and arrange a confirmatory PCR test via the NHS.  

Remember, these rapid lateral flow tests are to be taken regularly if you do 
not have any symptoms of coronavirus. If you do develop any symptoms, you 
should immediately self-isolate and arrange a PCR test via the NHS. 

  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MTYuMzg5MTUwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3QifQ.IBPM3Qq3AAukWHis0tusoz5EpKKLN6LX083rAfd4d9Y/s/1265936535/br/102465429643-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MTYuMzg5MTUwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21jYXMtcHJveHl3ZWIubWNhcy5tcy9jZXJ0aWZpY2F0ZS1jaGVja2VyP2xvZ2luPWZhbHNlJm9yaWdpbmFsVXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGd3d3Lmdvdi51ay5tY2FzLm1zJTJGZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3QifQ.MNKQ_xE1-hMIwoCloDP7_fFcfGikyHNms01FkgyBqMg/s/1265936535/br/102465429643-l
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Inter Parish Walk Report from Evelyn Sharman 
 
Due to the easing of restrictions on 29th March, I was able to arrange an Inter Parish walk as a group of 

six on Monday 12th April. This was the first time that we had walked as a group since October last year. 

I am not known as a mathematician but that was six months ago! It may have been the passage of time 

or it may have been the fact that the sun was shining but there was something of a party atmosphere 

when we met at Crinacott Farm in Pyworthy. I am very grateful to Mike Godfrey & his family for letting 

us park on his property while we went for a lovely walk. From his yard we strolled back along the drive 

towards the road but then followed the footpath signs on the right. This took us between two fenced off 

areas containing solar panels. I have to admit that they are not at all attractive & I did my best to ignore 

their presence. The last time we had been on this footpath was in 2018. I was pleased to see that the 

local P3 volunteer, Nick Lock, has obviously been making sure that the route was clear of brambles, 

clearly marked & the wooden footbridge was still in excellent order. We crossed a couple of fields 

containing lush green grass & I don't think it will be long before the livestock from Yeomadon will be 

seen enjoying their summer pastures after a 

long winter. When we joined the lane, we set 

off down the hill enjoying beautiful views 

across more lush pastures. It was a joy to be 

out in such glorious countryside. No wonder 

the visitors are keen to visit us in this part of 

Devon. At the bottom of the hill, we turned 

right heading towards Bridgerule & then right 

again joining the footpath near the entrance to 

Northmoor & Southmoor Farms. We walked 

along a recently mown grassy track between 

two paddocks containing a horse & a pony. We 

then went through a gate & across a grassy 

field before going through a pretty wooded area. It was easy to follow the route as we were back on 

Mike Godfrey's land & he had been able to mow a path since the ground has started to dry up. Upon our 

return to his yard, we became objects of interest for the various horses, ponies, pygmy goats & sheep. 

The goats became very interested in my rucksack when I had my back to them whilst taking a photo of 

smiley faces. I'm not sure why as there wasn't much of interest apart from my secateurs, hammer, nails 

& way-markers.  

 

 I am anticipating being able to have our next walk on Monday 10th May. We will meet in Milton Damerel & 

I am hoping that there will be an abundance of bluebells. If you would like to join me, I would be grateful if 

you could contact me in advance as I will need to restrict the size of the group to two groups of six on this 

occasion. 

Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848 Email: evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com        

mailto:evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com
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Local businesses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


