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CLAWTON CLARION  
June 2020 

  
Welcome to the June 2020 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
As the June edition of the Clawton Clarion goes to print we are getting used to a new lifestyle still in 
the throes of the Coronavirus pandemic. Whilst we are fortunate to live in a beautiful place with lots 
of access to the countryside and nature, we are missing physical and regular contact with family 
and friends. We also think of all those, both locally and beyond, who have suffered ill health and 
bereavement during this time and offer our support and thoughts. Particular condolences to 
Christine Axford and all the family folowing the death of  George. We continue to thank all the 
keyworkers including all volunteeers, farmers, shopworkers, health and social care workers and 
many others who keep essential services running.  
 
Please send contributions for the next edition by midday on Saturday 20th June 2020 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 
St Leonard’s Church 
 
In accordance with Coronovirus restrictions, all churches will remain 
closed. For any church related concerns or queries please contact Rev 
Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} Tel No 07554 142264 - email 
- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
 
Thought from Rev Stephen 
 
Jesus was very aware of the natural world – he had a rural background.  
His love of God’s creation comes through in his teaching, where he often uses agricultural examples 
and parables. In our Gospel today (17th May) Jesus tackles the perennial topic of “Anxiety”. He is 
aware that even the most committed of his disciples is prone to worry. There have been plenty of 
causes for worry over the last few weeks, and the media seem to have been endlessly feeding our 
fears. I think it is wise to not follow the latest news of the effects of the Covid19 pandemic 
throughout the day – it can damage our soul, spiritual well-being and relationship with God. Jesus 
draws our attention firstly to the Birds. They find all they need for the day, obtaining their food 
from various sources, depending on the season. The Flowers around us look beautiful, flourishing 
according to their allotted season each year. God loves His creation and lavishes His care upon it – 
and as He self-evidently does so for all His creatures, all the more will He care for us and all our 
needs! You can reinforce this reassuring awareness by going out into the garden or natural world at 
this Rogationtide and communing with nature. As your gratitude grows for the wonders of the 
natural world, I believe your gratitude will grow for all that God has provided for you – enough and 
more for today.  
Warren Wiersbe has said: “Don’t allow yourself to be crucified between two thieves: the regrets of 
yesterday and the fears about tomorrow”. These can steal from us the joy of life’s preciousness now, 
and our role in fulfilling God’s purposes for us each new day. “Carpe Diem” – seize the Day with joy!  
 

Facebook Page 
 
Jay Waylen has set up a Facebook page for sharing news, information and photos. Search for 
Clawton Village Group and request to be a member. 
 

mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com
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Reminder of Parish Councillor contact details and community information 
 
Hopefully, everyone who needs assistance with shopping etc has neighbours or family who are able 
to help during this time of restriction.  If anyone does need help please contact any one of the 
following Parish Councillors: 
 

 Mr Paul Grafton (Chair)   01409 271456 (email: paul@devonholidays.org) 
 Mrs Alison Sharp (Deputy Chair)   01409 259424 
 Mrs Irene Ellis   01409 271371 
 Mr Adrian Mitchell   01409 271258 
 Mr Roger Mitchell   01409 253679 
 Mrs Maralyn Bailey   01409 271315 
 Mr Nigel Stacey   01409 222467 

 
The contact for Tetcott and Luffincott parishes is Julie Smith 01409 271329 
should anyone need any shopping or medication/prescriptions picking up. 
 
Torridge DC are gradually opening car parks and public conveniences 

following the Covid 19 restrictions- see their 

website https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/12059/Residents for details. 

Information for small businesses - Coronavirus Bounce Back Loan  

This scheme will help small and medium-sized businesses affected by 
coronavirus (COVID-19) to apply for loans of up to £50,000.  

The Bounce Back Loan scheme will help businesses borrow between £2,000 and £50,000. 

The government will guarantee 100% of the loan and there won't be any fees or interest to pay for 
the first 12 months. 

Loan terms will be up to 6 years. No repayments will be due during the first 12 months. The 
government will work with lenders to agree a low rate of interest for the remaining period of the 
loan. Bounce Back Loan Details Here https://tinyurl.com/y8ryyurv 

 Parish Hall report by Maralyn Bailey 

After the period of lockdown, we as the hall committee are preparing to move on with the drainage 
and tarmac project.  The professionals are ready to start the work, but needless to say the supply of 
materials may cause a delay.  The committee are determined to see the job completed within a 
short space of time to a good standard which will allievate the drainage issues as well as giving the 
hall a wonderful face-lift.  Therefore you may see workers at the hall very soon.    

The government have recognised that local halls will be losing much needed income, and as we are 
a committee run hall and not run by the Parish Council, have been awarded a one off grant of 
£10,000 which is due to be deposited into our account any day.   We are very relieved to have been 
given this amount, but obviously no one knows how long it will be before the hall is operational 
again, the bills need to be paid even while the hall is not used.    We have been very grateful for the 
community support over the past 18 months, while work has been underway.     

Thank you all.    

 

https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/12059/Residents
https://tinyurl.com/y8ryyurv
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Holsworthy Area Community Developer  

    My name is Bridget Cordory and I have been    employed by 

TTVS https://www.torridgecvs.org.uk/ and One Northern 

Devon https://onenortherndevon.co.uk/ as the Community 

Developer for Holsworthy and surrounding parishes.  

I have worked in the community all my life in roles ranging from 

social work, special needs, community arts and establishing a 

community centre in Cambodia, more recently I was the Community Developer for Torrington.  

 Working with the Ruby Country Medical Group, Holsworthy Town Council, Parish Councils, 

Holsworthy Community Forum and other community groups, my aim is to work with local people 

to improve health and wellbeing by assisting to develop ideas that come from the community.   

To enable this to happen I am collating and mapping the community activity provision that can 

provide early help and support to delay or prevent need for care interventions such as those that 

reduce social isolation, support carers, and those living with long term conditions in the 

community. Normally I would be out and about dropping in on coffee mornings, chatting to people 

in village shops and generally learning what makes your community tick. BUT in these strange 

circumstances in maybe awhile before I am let loose so I need your help, to identifying and 

understand the key Wellbeing issues for your area and the priorities for action. How we can work 

together to Create Solutions – develop new initiatives or build new life in struggling ones.  

I would like to hear from you the positive things about living in Clawton. What happens in the 

village normally?  What is happening now? Photos of events and activities would be very welcomed.  

Also what you would like to happen, no matter how small or trivial it seems. Please contact me at 

bridget@ttvs.org.uk or phone 07939 154416 

Holsworthy Ales  - from Dave Slocombe 

Unfortunately, there is still no sign of any normality returning to the hospitality sector so there is 
obviously no May brewery night. I think I can also safely call off June too on the basis that opening 
of bars won't be considered until July.  

On a positive note, I'm doing my socially distant Tuesday delivery round which is proving 
popular.  If anyone would like to order a box of bottles (£21) or a 5 litre (9 pints) minikeg (£16), 
please call/text me 07879 401073 or email info@holsworthyales.co.uk. Payments are all online to 
comply with social distancing rules. 

Message from Holsworthy Town Council  

Firstly Holsworthy Town Council would like to say we hope that you are all keeping safe and well 

during these unprecedented times.  

Over the last few weeks the wonderful WW1 Fallen Officers and Personnel Sponsored Trees are 

blossoming in Stanhope Park. Over the coming weeks, I will be sending you all a picture of your 

own sponsored tree and plaque, so you can see how they have matured and just how beautiful they 

look in Stanhope Park. (One of these is funded by Clawton Parish Council) 

https://www.torridgecvs.org.uk/
https://onenortherndevon.co.uk/
mailto:bridget@ttvs.org.uk
mailto:info@holsworthyales.co.uk
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A tribute to George Axford from his wife, Christine 

George Axford of Churchtown Meadow , Clawton, and formerly of Gunnacott , Clawton  was born at 
Guunacott on March 2 1946 where he was brought up with his brother Derek and  sisters Miriam 
and June. There were many cousins in the extended family as his dad was one of 13 who looked to 
Gunnacott as a wonderful place to visit  - always an open door and a cup of tea. He went to Clawton 
Primary  School, catching the bus at Kennacott Cross, even playing football on the road while 
waiting! He followed on to Holsworthy  Secondary  and 
then came home to the family farm. George belonged to 
Clawton Young Farmers and through them, he always 
said,  gained a lot of self confidence, and enjoyed taking 
part in club activites. He was first married in 1967 
living at Gunnacott and bringing up his children, 
Stephen and Jane, eventually taking over running of the 
farm from his parents. Following the death of his wife 
and the loss of his herd in 1997, George went to New 
Zealand for 6 weeks without any accomodation being 
booked and had hospitality through various contacts, with only a few nights in hotels. He went on a 
backpack trip using hostels on the route, and we had always planned to go back. George was active 
in many local organisations – he served a term as Chairman of the school governers, he  belonged to 
Bude Grassland and Claw Group and at one time NFU. George also enjoyed regularly  playing 
Badminton at Ashwater. 

George and Christine met in Oct 2006 and were married at Marhamchurch on November 14th  2008. 
We lived at Gunnacott while Churchtown Meadow was being built and moved into our present 
home there in December 2013. We all though he would find it hard to leave Gunnacott, but he loved 
it at Churchtownwith Stephen ably taking over the running of his beloved Gunnacott  while 
continuing to help as much as he could for as long as he could. 

Although George suffered some serious ill health in 2016 and 2018, he recovered well sharing 
many happy times with his family and friends including a celebration of his 75th birthday with a 
party and birthday cake this year. Despite being unwell, George was delighted to see Jane and Andy 
get married on March 14th with their 6 year old daughter Hannah being flower girl. Hannah gave 
him much joy every time she came to visit or stay. 

George’s final illness was a devasting diagnosis given to us on April 7th and he passed away at the 
hospice on April 28th 2020. 

 His Burial Service was on Tuesday May 12. George left Churchtown Meadow on his last trip to 
Tetcott where the route was lined with people. Kelvin walked in front of Hearse to the crossroads, 
paused at Gunnacott and  Kelvin then walked in front from Tetcott Hall to Tetcott Church passing 
the Kennels where he was greeted with “Going Home” on the hunting horn .The Committal was 
given by the Rev Stephen Skinner and a tribute by Stephen. Stephen and Dave followed the Hearse 
in George’s Vehicle which was well known by the locals 

Christine, and all the family would like to thank people for coming out to pay their last respects. It 
was very encouraging and emotional, showing the level of respect for George. Thanks  to all for 
cards and messages and offers of support in this difficult time. 

So many people have referred to George as a kind, gentle and respected member of the Community 
always trying to help anyone he could -  a real Gentleman. 
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No walk, but a quiz this month – from Evelyn Sharman 

Can you match two of the following to a local Parish?  (Answers on back page) 

Parishes include - Thornbury Hamlets, Halwill, Pyworthy, Milton Damerel, Bradworthy, Holsworthy 
Hamlets, Pancrasweek, Clawton & Ashwater 

1) St. Peter ad Vincula Church 

2) St. Peter's Church 

3) St. Swithun's Church 

4) St. Pancras Church 

5) St. Leonard's Church 

6) St. Peter & St. James' Church 

7) Holy Trinity Parish Church 

8) Anvil Corner 

9) H.J. Wickett & Co. 

10) Court Barn Country Hotel 

11) W. Sanders & Sons Ltd 

12) Collacott Room 

13) Vealand Nature Reserve 

14) Honeycroft Cross 

15) Windy Cross 

16) The Junction Inn 

17) Thorndon Cross 

18) The Village Inn 

 

A poem from Les Johnson 

FAITHFUL FRIEND.. 

  

A saying that is very true 

And often springs to mind, 

Is how one’s dog can be preferred 

to many of mankind. 

  

For dogs don’t carry guns or knives, 

And never lie or cheat, 

Their constant love and faithfulness 

Is very hard to beat. 

  

I have a much-loved canine pet 

Who shares my simple life 

We never have an argument. 

Our days are free from strife. 

  

He wags his tail at all my friends 

The postman is his mate, 

But then he gives me the alarm 

Should strangers touch my gate. 

  

We’re just back from a lengthy walk, 

A slightly weary pair, 

Time now to take a well-earned break 

  

NO ROVER, that’s MY chair. 
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Quiz answers 

 

Sweets and chocolates – sent to postal recipients last month 

 

1. Snickers 

2. Quality Street 

3. Mint Imperials 

4. Black Magic 

5. Mars Bar 

6. Smarties 

7. Liquorice Allsorts 

8. Polo 

9. Moonlight ? 

10. Treats 

11. Kitkat 

12. Roses 

13. Dolly Mixtures  

14. Milk Tray 

15. Matchmakers 

16. Chocolate Buttons 

17. Jelly Babies 

18. Whisper 

19. Double Decker 

20. Opal Fruits 

21. Twirl 

22. Edinburgh Rock 

23. Yorkie Bar 

24. Terrys All Gold 

25. Turkish Delight 

26. Milky Way 

27. Galaxy 

28. Lion Bar 

29. Humbug  

30. Drifter 

31. Minstrels 

32. Celebrations 

33. Picnic 

34. Fuse 

35. Maltese’s 

36. Bounty 

37. Dime Bar 

38. Wine Gums 

39. Marbles 

40. Candy Floss 

41. Skittles 

 

 

Local parishes 

 

Thornbury Hamlets - 2) 15)  

Halwill - 6) 16) 

Pyworthy - 3) 17) 

Milton Damerel - 7) 11) 

Bradworthy - 9) 12) 

Holsworthy Hamlets - 8) 14) 

Pancrasweek - 4) 13) 

Clawton - 5) 10)  

Ashwater - 1) 18) 

 


