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CLAWTON CLARION  
 December 2020 

  
Welcome to the December 2020 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
Happy Christmas to all Clawton residents and their families! 
This is probably going to be a very different Christmas from those 
that we have celebrated in the  past, with no group Carol singing, 
large parties or family gatherings. However, we hope that everyone 
will enjoy the festive season and please reach out to neighbours 
who might be on their own.  
Information in this edition is correct at the time of going to print, but we await announcements 
throughout December regarding further changes in restrictions. 
 
In order that January’s edition can be prepared and distributed befoire Christmas, please send 
contributions for the next edition by midday on Saturday 12th  December 2020 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 

St Leonard’s Church 
 

St Leonard’s church continues to be open daily for private 
prayer and visitors.  There will be a Christmas Service on  

Tuesday 22nd December 2020 at 7.30pm    

The service will be held at St Leonard's Church. There will be 
no singing by the congregation, but a small choir will be 
present. This will be subject to the current coronavirus 
conditions including the wearing of a face covering when in 
the church.  

Irene would like to thank everyone for their contributions to the Royal British Legion at the 
Remembrance Service.  A total of £31 was raised. 

Can visitors please respect social distancing and maintain appropriate hygiene during their visits. 

For any church related concerns or queries please contact: 
Rev Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} Tel: 07554 142264 - email- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
Irene Ellis (Church warden) Tel:01409 271371  
 

 

mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com
tel:01409
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Clawton Primary School News 
 
 
 
 

 
Since October 2019 we have been part of the Alumnis Multi Academy Trust, which is a group of 7 
primary schools.   Values driven and educationally led, Alumnis MAT aims to provide first class 
education and care that allows every child to reach their potential. It recognises the importance of 
high quality teaching and learning and operates a robust school improvement system. The ultimate 
goal is to work collaboratively, supporting and learning from others to improve outcomes for all 
learners.   At Alumnis we are committed to providing an education that is unsurpassed: developing 
in students the academic skills, intellectual habits, character virtues and well-being that enable each 
unique individual to flourish as a global citizen.   
  

   In September we welcomed our new Headteacher, Mr Damian Railston, who 
has   been a Headteacher for Alumnis since its inception and a Head in North 
Devon for 8 years.  Mr Railston is looking forward to working with the children 
and community of Clawton Primary, ensuring learning is quickly re-established 
after the Covid-19 epidemic and to give the children the very best life chances we 
can in challenging circumstances. 
The school is supported and challenged by its Local School Committee, of which 

Mr Simon Forbes is the Chair.  We currently have a vacancy for a Community Member to join the 
LSC.  The Committee work together as a group, meeting twice a term, and together are responsible 
for supporting the strategic direction of the School (which is set by the MAT Board of Directors) and 
promoting high standards of educational achievement. Life as a Committee Member is interesting 
and varied and we feel sure that there are members of the wider community prepared to take on 
this important role and give their time and commitment to helping us to continue to improve the 
school's performance. 
 
Training and support will be available to help you develop into the role. This will include in-house 
mentoring and support as well as access to external training; those new to being a Committee 
Member are expected to attend induction training.  If you are interested in finding out more about 
the role, please contact us on 01409 253618 and arrange an appointment with the Headteacher.  
We look forward to hearing from you!   
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 Clawton Parish Council News from Paul Grafton 
 
How we can communicate with you 

Hopefully this is the last Covid lockdown but (in early November when the November Clarion has 

just been distributed) we’re getting relevant news and changes to arrangements, news of planned 

road closures etc. and we have no efficient way of communicating with everyone.  We do have the 

Clarion email list and are using that, but it is quite a small list because the vast majority still get the 

paper copy, which is fine. 

Some information we can communicate via the village 

noticeboard but that is most effective for short sharp 

details whereas some information is too long or 

complex for that method.  So it seems to make sense to 

put together a village emailing list for those who would 

like to be kept up to date.  It would be separate from 

the Clarion emailing list and wouldn’t stop you getting 

the paper edition.   

We’ll start by trying a weekly update – gathering news together to minimise frequency (unless it’s 

very urgent).  If there’s no news there will be no update. 

Obviously you might be concerned it would be over-used and while that would be difficult to 

guarantee (what is unnecessary to some might be very helpful for others) you can always delete it 

quickly and in the end if you do feel the system is being misused you can request to be removed 

from the list.   

If you’d like to be included please email me (paul@devonholidays.org).  Many thanks.   

A note of thanks:  On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank Judi Graham who has again 

done a brilliant job of collecting news and other contributions and putting the Clarion together each 

month over the past year, and Mystery Shoppers Ltd who kindly print the Clarion at no cost to the 

Parish Council.  I would also like to thank Irene Ellis who as Churchwarden runs St. Leonard’s, and 

Maralyn Bailey who is Chair of the Hall Committee, both operating under very difficult conditions 

this year.  Many thanks also to members of St. Leonard’s PCC, the Hall Committee, the Parish 

Council and the Local School Committee and PTA, all of whom give their own time to help keep 

Clawton’s key institutions running.  

Clawford Vineyard 

Several Parish Councillors visited the site on 28th October - see the notes on the village website 

(www.clawton.org.uk )  County Councillor Barry Parsons would welcome any correspondence 

relating solely to highway matters concerning the development.  It is not too late to submit 

comments which can be received right up until the planning meeting on 17th December. 

There was some confusion regarding a reference in the planning application design and access 
statement to a “meeting on site with the local ward member Peter Watson on the 9th December” 
which appeared to mean December 2020 but actually referred to a consultation meeting which 
occurred in December 2019. 
  

mailto:paul@devonholidays.org
http://www.clawton.org.uk/
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Thanks to Les Johnson for his latest poem 
 
‘Will it (N)ever End.?’ 
  
Hello, I’m a Covid-19 bug 
I’m just waiting for a host, 
The disbelievers and the 
careless 
Are the idiots I love the most. 
  
The ones who just ignore me, 
And then refuse to sanitise, 
Wiping their hands across 
their faces 
So I can creep into their eyes. 
  
I also like rebellious people 
Who find face coverings a task, 

I especially relish creeping up 
On those ones without a mask.! 
  
Oh!, and I just adore a party 
When the young folk misbehave, 
There’s nothing I enjoy more 
Than to be invited to a rave! 
  
So if you’re none too careful, 
And you give your old Gran a hug 
Mind you don’t also give her me –  
I’m an evil Covid-19 Bug! 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mail@garethpollardaccountancyservices.com 

T: 01409 254817 M: 07811 164428 

The Old Orchard | Holsworthy | Devon | EX22 6LT 

• Accounts

• Limited Companies

• Tax

• Bookkeeping

• VAT

• Payroll / CIS

Friendly, Reliable, Affordable 

Over 20 years experience - Free initial  meeting  
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Stacey’s Christmas Tree Farm 
 
Open 21st November - 24th December from  9am - 5.30pm 
Late night openings 30th Nov, 1st/2nd/3rd/4th December 9am - 7pm 
 
Lovely fresh bushy trees: Norway Spruce, Nordmann Fir, Fraser Fir  
and Noble Fir. Choose trees from display area or field. 
 
Limited quantity of pot grown trees  - Norway spruce and Nordmann Fir up 
to 3ft. 
 
Christmas tree stands 
Holly and fir wreaths made to order 
ALL SALES TAKEN OUTSIDE 
Shop opening 3rd December (only if lockdown lifted)  
Covid restrictions in place. 
 
We offer ring and collect service - give us a ring and we will choose 
your tree for you and give you a time slot for collection or we can 
deliver it. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
Tel:  01409 211467 or 07780497778 or 07824324408 
web site: staceyschristmastreefarm.com 
 
 
 
Holsworthy Ales Brewery – from Dave Slocombe 
 

We are open on 5, 12 and 19 December from 3.30pm to 6.30pm (subject 
obviously to Government restrictions) with a selection of ales that 

would make great Christmas presents! 
 
 I am also doing a weekly delivery round if anyone would like any 
home delivered beer - free delivery on all orders over £20. Please 

see the website www.holsworthyales.co.uk  for more details.  
 
 
 
 
Welcome to New neighbours 
 
We would like to extend a warm Clawton welcome to the Goodspeed family who have 
recently moved into the Old Post Office. We hope you will be very happy in your new home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.holsworthyales.co.uk/
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Clawton Parish Hall Report from Maralyn Bailey 

December’s contribution to the Clarion is a strange beast!! 

Last month we were hopeful of easing of restrictions, now as I compile this WHO KNOWS?? 

This month’s report on the hall finances are much more positive. After attending a Zoom meeting 

with the Parish Council, I am pleased to report that the Council  has made available to the hall a 

grant of £2,000 which settles the outstanding accounts we had for the latest project. On behalf of 

the Parish Hall Committee I wish to thank my fellow councillors for their support. 

Ongoing, we have to carry out remedial work on the boundary fence, which will be targeted in 

2021. 

Pete Watson, our local councillor has awarded us £500 to help with this task. We send our thanks to 

Pete for his continued support.  

As there has been no opportunity to fund raise for 

the hall, I have put together a hamper which I 

intend raffling, Dave has kindly agreed to putting it 

on view at the brewery on the Saturday afternoons 

during the month that he is open, the draw will 

take place on the final Saturday, 19th December. 

Tickets will be £1 each. The contents of the 

hamper is pictured on the right.. The contents 

value is over £35 

I hope that we will be able to host our Home to 

Hall coffee morning on Friday 18th December at 

10.30 until whenever! This will be subject to government restrictions at that time. 

I will provide refreshments so no-one in the usual group needs to worry. Please book your table 

with me (271315) as we are limited in numbers  due to social distancing as the rules apply at 

present. The hamper will be on show on that day, and we will be selling tickets for the draw, both 

here and at the brewery. 

I thank the two ladies who gave me donations for the Poppy Appeal, I added this to our donation 

which was sent on line. Waitrose have discontinued their glass hire scheme, these were offered to 

our hall, as there were quite a lot, I contacted North Tamerton, Tetcott and St. Giles hall 

representatives who all wish to have some for their future events. 

Don’t forget our book swap boxes outside the hall, free for you to take or donate. 

Before closing 2020, Once again I need to give my heartfelt thanks to all those who have assisted in 

any way with the hall’s progress in these very difficult times. Great community spirit is around us. 

The Hall committee wish all of our residents the best Christmas you can have in the circumstances, 

and look towards a more positive 2021.  

We will meet again  
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Inter-Parish Walk Report from Evelyn Sharman 
 
Due to the current advice during lockdown 2.0, I was only able to walk with one other person on Monday 

9th November. I met my friend, Gill Aston, at Higher Larkworthy Farm in Ashwater with kind permission of 

the Kirk family. It is very much a working farm but they kindly showed us where we could park our cars so 

that they wouldn’t be in the way. 

 By the time we arrived at 10am, the cattle 

were munching contentedly on their silage. 

For them, life continues very much as normal. 

We followed the footpath through Lower 

Larkworthy Farm & across the fields. 

Sometimes it’s quite difficult to work out what 

route a footpath takes especially when the 

terrain is undulating. I have been known to 

follow the entire perimeter of a field 

desperately looking for a stile or gate with a 

way marker sign. Normally they show up quite 

well even on a dull day as they are bright yellow but they do fade & get grubby with time. Sometimes they 

gradually degrade & fall off due to continual temperature change. If you ever feel that the way markers 

need replacing, please let me know as it can be disconcerting when you are not sure of the route especially 

when it’s in close proximity to dwellings. Maps can be helpful to a degree but quite often the scale means 

that there is not enough detail for it to be clear.  

 Our route took us down hill & across the stream before negotiating quite a steep slippery slope up 

towards Henford where we joined the road. We suddenly realised that DCC have been very busy 

resurfacing this stretch. The tarmac was pristine. No pot holes! We followed the road towards Ashwater 

which involved a very steep uphill climb. I’ll admit to stopping a couple of times to admire the beautiful 

autumnal colours….. & to catch my breath. As we approached the brow of the hill, we ventured left along a 

track. It’s not a footpath but the Kirk family had kindly given us permission to return to our cars that way. 

As we approached the farm, we could admire the two Glamping pods though we had to look quite hard for 

them as they blend very well into the natural environment. If anyone is looking for somewhere tranquil to 

stay, I would have a look at their web site. I found it by typing in Glamping at Higher Larkworthy Farm in 

Devon. There are some beautiful pictures of the pods & the scenery. 

 Well everybody, your guess is as good as mine regarding what the next advice will be post lock down. We 

have come to the end of our official programme of walks for this year but if anyone needs any ideas for 

routes, there is plenty of information on Holsworthy Hamlets web site or you are welcome to contact me. 

We are now half way through this second lockdown & it sounds as though there will soon be some 

guidance for the forthcoming festive season. I wish everyone the very best Christmas that we can expect 

within the new guidelines.   

Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848 Email: evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com             

 
We would like to thank Evelyn for her reports and for managing to keep the walks going 
throughout this difficult year – here’s to more sociable walking in 2021! 
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https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/

