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CLAWTON CLARION  
 March 2021 

  
Welcome to the March 2021 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
At last there seems to be a cautious end in sight to this difficult time with the successful vaccination 
programme.  We are all looking forward to a brighter spring and summer ahead, when we will 
hopefully be able to start the road back to normality and once again meet up with friends and 
family. 
There are no planned community events this month, but we will continue to look out for each other 
and keep in touch with friends and family as best we can.  Information in this edition is correct at 
the time of going to print, but we await announcements throughout March regarding  further 
changes in restrictions. 
 
Please send contributions for the next edition by midday on Saturday 20th March 2021 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 

St Leonard’s Church 
 
Although there are no services planned in February, St Leonard’s church 
continues to be open daily for private prayer and visitors. Thanks very 
much to Bill and Susanne who continue to make this possible – it is 
much appreciated. 

 Can visitors please respect social distancing and maintain appropriate 
hygiene during their visits. 

For any church related concerns or queries please contact: 
Rev Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} Tel: 07554 142264 - email- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
Irene Ellis (Church warden) Tel:01409 271371  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com
tel:01409


     

  

2 
 

 

The census is coming!  

By taking part, you can help to inform decisions on services that shape your 

community, such as schools, doctors’ surgeries and bike lanes. It’s important 

you fill in your census questionnaire because the information you share 

affects the life of every single person living in England and Wales. Because these things matter to us 

all, everyone needs to complete the census. Do not worry, your information is protected by law. 

That means government officials dealing with payments or services you receive cannot see it. 

Census Day is Sunday 21 March. You can fill yours in online as soon as you get your access 

code in the post. If your household circumstances change on Census Day, you can let The Office for 

National Statistics (ONS) know.If you need help, you can visit www.census.gov.uk where there’s a 

wide range of support services available. 

Scam call alert 
 

We have received reports of residents receiving scam cold calls regarding their 

National Insurance number. 

The person calling informs the resident that their National Insurance number 

has been compromised or used in some way, or a variation of this, and that a new 

National Insurance number will need to be issued. Personal details are asked for. 

Please be cautious of any unexpected calls. If you have any doubts about what 

is being asked of you or instructed by a cold caller, hang up the phone. A 

legitimate company or organisation will not put pressure on you or rush you. 

If you have passed on any personal information to a cold caller please phone Action Fraud on 

0300 123 2040 or make a report via the website https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 

 

If you have given out any financial information 

please phone your bank or building society 

immediately and then make contact with Action 

Fraud. 

Please inform friends, family and community 

groups.  

Thank you. Linzi Berryman  

 

  

http://www.census.gov.uk/
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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Parish Hall report by Maralyn Bailey 

As another month is dawning, we all hope for much sunshine and brightness in our daily world, and 
the thought maybe community get togethers and meetings may happen soon. 
As restrictions lift and when we are able to meet for outdoor work, the gate will be installed 
together with the boundary fence repair/renewal.  It is intended to stone the area to the left of the 
hall to complete the outside work. 
 
We have recently been given another 
grant from the government to help to 
sustain and maintain the hall, prior to this 
being received, I on behalf of the 
committee applied for a grant from the 
Tetcott Community fund (Wind Turbine 
fund) to assist with the completion of the 
work described above, the committee 
awarded us £500 towards the project, for 
which we send our thanks.  This fund is 
designed to give support to local 
community projects. 
 
Together with Tetcott and North Tamerton the chairmen of each hall have decided to create a  
triangle of support, enabling the sharing of information as to future events and resources where 
possible, this we believe is the way forward to prevent doubling of community events on certain 
days or weekends.   Working together will prove to be an advantage to everyone. 
I received a cheque for £100 from Holsworthy Lions, which was promised last year to assist us with 
the painting of the outside of the hall, I wish to thank Lyn for presenting the cheque to us. 
 
A want, please,  has any farmer got a large feeding trough they no longer require which we could 
use as a flower container at the side of the hall.  
 

Thanks to Les Johnson for this poem  

 “It will be a better day tomorrow” 

  
Today’s the day for tossing 
Golden pancakes in the air! 
And for dancing around in wellie boots 
On my frosty lawn without 
care. 
 
Today’s the day for 
shouting 
To the sun “Turn up the 
heat” 
I’ve had enough of grey, 
leaden skies 
And cold hands, cold nose, cold feet. 
 
 
 

Today’s the day for spotting 
Curved rainbows in the sky 
And for hopping about with the sparrows 

Flapping my arms, pretending 
to fly. 

  
Today’s the day for listening 

To sleepy nature, just waking up 
As birds form a choir to make music 

With whistles, coos and chirrup 
  

Today’s the day for deep breathing 
The smell of blossom on trees once bare 
And carried on the wind, 
The fragrant message 
That spring is in the air. 
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 Do you use a septic tank or small treatment works? 

Not all of us are connected to the South West Water sewage network and some of us operate our 

own sewage systems such as septic tanks or small treatment works.  

These systems need to be compliant with certain regulations and regularly maintained to minimise 

their impact on the environment. 

The Environment Agency have contacted the Clawton 

Clarion to let you know that while working on the river 

during January, they identified poorly treated effluent 

from private systems which caused a pollution incident.  

Rob Price is their Catchment Coordinator for the Tamar 

and explains: “We know that very few of us 

intentionally set out to pollute our rivers and 

environment. Often operators of private sewage 

systems are not aware that they might be causing a 

problem. That’s why we are asking all those that do use 

a private system to please check that it is regularly 

maintained, operating correctly and meets the General Binding Rules.”    

More information on the General Binding Rules can be found at www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules. 

There are also a number of other pressures on the Claw’s water quality including land management, 

surface water run-off, legacy industrial sites and plastic pollution.   

A recent 2019 assessment of the quality of the river’s water environment has shown an overall 

decline. The Environment Agency and their partners Natural England, Devon Wildlife Trust, South 

West Water and Westcountry Rivers Trust are prioritising and coordinating efforts on the Claw in 

an attempt to improve the quality of the water for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

Rob added: “We and are our partners are working with a number of different stakeholders in the 

catchment to address a range of environmental issues and it would be a great if the local 

community and businesses could also help us out by checking their septic tanks or small treatment 

works.”  

If you spot what you think might be an environmental incident, please call the Environment Agency 

incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60 which is operated 24 hours, 7 days a week. 

Other Useful Contact Details:  

email: DCISEnquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Telephone:  03708 506 506 (8am to 6pm, Mon to 

Fri) 

Online: www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules 

 

 

http://www.gov.uk/small-sewage-rules
mailto:DCISEnquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk


     

  

5 
 

Inter-Parish Walks from Evelyn Sharman 
 
Confirming that the advice is still the same while we remain in lockdown. All organised walks are 

suspended until further notice. As individuals, we are allowed to walk with one other person from 

another household as long as we abide by the social distancing advice. We are also permitted to drive a 

short distance in order to enjoy a different walk.  

 I had intended to walk along one of our local footpaths but I was conscious that whichever one I 

chose, it was likely to be muddy early in February. I hadn’t walked along the Ruby Way for quite a 

while & that seemed like a good choice of route as much of it is tarmac. I am aware how busy it can be 

when it comes to parking at either end of the track so I took the opportunity to park in the town centre 

& approached the Ruby Way from a different angle. I met my friend by the bus stop in Holsworthy. I 

don’t know whether you have ever noticed but there is a footpath that goes along the side of the 

Church yard. It is easy to miss especially if you are driving a car & are looking where you are going! It 

is quite narrow initially but then it joins Church 

Lane which provides access to a number of 

properties that I didn’t know existed. It’s a bit steep 

& slippery as you go downhill but if you stop for a 

moment so that you don’t stumble, you will be 

amazed at the beautiful landscape. In the distance 

on the top of the hill, you can see where the 

windmill used to be. For those of you that didn’t 

know where the name “Windmill Road” (A3072) 

came from, now you know. If you don’t remember 

seeing it, please don’t worry as it hasn’t been in 

existence since 1890. Down in the valley is a 

beautiful lake. To the right, you get a great view of 

Cole’s Mill viaduct. At the bottom of the slope there are two modern wooden footbridges enabling 

walkers to cross the stream. Apparently, there used to be a clapper bridge which enabled carts to 

transport grain up the hill to the windmill. It must have been quite a project to remove the original 

clapper stone & replace it with quite significant wooden structures as the access is narrow & steep. It’s 

just a short walk up hill across a grassy field & the footpath emerges onto the road opposite the layby. 

It’s quite a busy road but there’s a grass verge that enables you to walk with care to the start of the 

Ruby Way & all the way to the memorial at Anvil Corner. I have to admit that I thoroughly enjoyed my 

morning. None of the route was really muddy & I was grateful to my friend for introducing me to what 

I consider to be a hidden gem in the middle of Holsworthy. 

 I will include an update on the Inter Parish walks in the next newsletter. In between whiles, let’s 

anticipate some more spring like weather which will encourage everyone to make the most of our 

beautiful environment. 

Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848 Email: evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com  

  

mailto:evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com
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Parish Council News 
 
Litter:  During my lockdown daily walks I sometimes take 
a litter picker stick and a carrier bag.  It’s amazing how 
much rubbish there is at the side of our roads.  A recent 
walk from Sellick to the top of the hill towards Stacey’s 
ended being a 5-bag trip.  About 10% of the rubbish is 
farm related (black plastic, feed bags, baler twine etc) 
and the remaining 90% seems equally split between 
recycling blown out of recycling bins and bottles, cans, 
crisp and sweet wrappers probably thrown from cars. 

There was a trail of empty energy drink cans (Monster, 
Red Bull etc) the whole way from Stacey’s to Sellick and 
beyond – and fresh ones keep appearing.  It’s almost as if 
someone with a heavy energy drink habit makes a daily 

journey 
along this 
route.  I do 
wish though they would be thoughtful enough to just drop 
them on the road instead of flinging them up into the hedges 
where it’s trickier to retrieve them………. 

Some of the litter is 

quite intriguing.  There 

was a cardboard 

takeaway coffee cup– 

then 100 yards further 

up the road was the lid, 

then a plastic spoon, 

then two empty sugar 

packets.  But if they 

were drinking on the 

move either they drank that coffee very quickly or the car was going 

very slowly.   

And who dropped 7 pairs of black disposable gloves over 200 yards on 

Horslett Hill?  And why were the only two empty Gordon’s Gin bottles 

in a ditch within 20 yards of each other?  

So please can I suggest trying to cover your recycling bin so stuff can’t 

blow out, and if it does, please if you can, pick it up.  That would 

prevent nearly half the litter.  And if you know someone who drinks 

energy drinks while driving (or being driven) but never seems to have 

any empty cans, please have a quiet word.  Thanks. 
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Planning: The Clawford development application is ongoing.  The council has accepted an offer from the 

developer of an £8k contribution towards surfacing the car park extension on land donated by Mr & Mrs 

Bowden and which is due to be transferred during the building phase of the development.  It is understood 

that the development could start later this year when the builder concerned completes their current 

development in Holsworthy.  The extended car park will hopefully result in cars which are currently often 

parked on the road opposite being parked in the car park, thus allowing easier passage for the anticipated 

increased traffic from the Clawford development.  (Please note that the plan shown here is not final, 

especially with regard to the pond as the method of dealing with water drainage and also the exact number 

and layout of car parking spaces). 

 

Gritting our roads:  Conversations with several 

people about the icy roads a few weeks back 

led to the Parish Council reconsidering its policy 

of only gritting when there is a significant and 

prolonged period of ice or snow.  We have for 

several years shared a gritter trailer with 

Tetcott but have decided that ideally we need 

to grit on evenings where there is a forecast of 

icy roads overnight.  To achieve this we need a 

gritter on hand rather than needing to go to 

Luffincott to pick it up, then take it back.  So we 

have bought a secondhand gritter trailer and 

from now on hope we can be more proactive in 

gritting when there is a forecast of significantly 

icy roads.   

Paul Grafton  
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Devon County Council news 

We've got it all mapped out! 

There's a lot going on in Devon right now by way of coronavirus vaccination and testing centres, 
so we and NHS Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) have created a map to show you 
what's happening where.The information is pulled together from various places, and includes 
hospital vaccination hubs, local vaccination centres, temporary GP vaccination clinics, large scale 
vaccination centres, and pharmacy vaccination sites. You can also find your nearest community 
testing sites, NHS mobile testing units, NHS local testing sites and NHS regional testing sites.  

Visit our website to see the map  https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-
devon/vaccination-testing/ and click on the individual icons to find out where something 
is. We'll keep this map up to date as more locations are added.  

On Thursday 6 May 2021, residents in 

Devon will go to the polls to have their say 

on who represents them in the Devon 

County Council elections and the Police 

and Crime Commissioner elections. There 

are also casual elections in some parishes 

and towns.While the elections are not 

until May, plans are already being made to 

help you stay safe while casting your 

vote.   

There are a number of ways to have your say in the elections in May - you can vote in a polling 
station, by post, or by appointing someone you trust to vote on your behalf, which is known as a 
proxy vote.If you would like to vote by post, now is the time to register using the Electoral 
Commission website. 

 

 

 

 

           

 

  

 

 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/vaccination-testing/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/vaccination-testing/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NTU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZWN0b3JhbGNvbW1pc3Npb24ub3JnLnVrL2ktYW0tYS92b3Rlci92b3RpbmctcGVyc29uLXBvc3Qtb3ItcHJveHkvdm90aW5nLXBvc3QifQ.yowUNxo2fFQt-sORjgeIdjPTm5OTt3nqmen_RLjQMCg/s/1265936535/br/98004597953-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NTU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZWN0b3JhbGNvbW1pc3Npb24ub3JnLnVrL2ktYW0tYS92b3Rlci92b3RpbmctcGVyc29uLXBvc3Qtb3ItcHJveHkvdm90aW5nLXBvc3QifQ.yowUNxo2fFQt-sORjgeIdjPTm5OTt3nqmen_RLjQMCg/s/1265936535/br/98004597953-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NTU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZWN0b3JhbGNvbW1pc3Npb24ub3JnLnVrL2ktYW0tYS92b3Rlci92b3RpbmctcGVyc29uLXBvc3Qtb3ItcHJveHkvdm90aW5nLXBvc3QifQ.3yd1FsKXyVzZ8vEywraUKvgywdyXinBRXjT2asjMnv0/s/1265936535/br/98004597953-l

