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CLAWTON CLARION  
August 2021 

  
Welcome to the August 2021 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
As I write this, the remaining Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted in England this 
week. However, with cases and hospital admissions rising, including  here in Clawton, we are all 
still respecting each other’s attitude towards social distancing and wearing face coverings.  
We are looking forward to resuming a more normal life and opening up activities in Clawton 
gradually and safely over the next couple of months.   
 
Please send contributions for the next edition by midday on Friday 20th August 2021 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 

St Leonard’s Church 
 
Services for August: 

Sunday 8th August at 11.00 – Methodist Rev Simon Leigh  
Sunday 15th August at 11.00 – Baptism with Rev Stephen  
Sunday 22nd August at 11.00 – Holy Communion with Rev 
Douglas 
 
 
 

Coffee Morning 
Friday 13th August at 10am in the church – everyone welcome. 

 
Flower Rota 
Now that restrictions have been removed and we are able to have regular services again, it would 
be great to have flowers in Church most of the time. It would be ideal to revert to having a rota in 
place as was had before the pandemic. Please contact Irene if you are able to help with this 
 
For any church related concerns or queries please contact: 
Rev Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} Tel: 07554 142264 - email- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
Irene Ellis (Church warden) Tel:01409 271371  
 

Village Cleanup 

Volunteers are needed for a village cleanup on 

 Saturday 7th August meeting in the village car 

park at 09.30.  Please bring any tools which 

might be useful such as brooms and shovels. 

See you there?  

mailto:graham.jw@btinternet.com
mailto:sjmskinners@btinternet.com
tel:01409
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Clawton Parish Hall Report from Maralyn Bailey 
 
As I write this coming month’s piece for the Clarion, John & I are recovering from Covid. We are so 

fortunate to have received both doses of the vaccine, otherwise where would 

we have been now? Hospital or worse? With our ages being over 70 and over 

80 we are in that vulnerable section, but thankfully we have not suffered too 

badly, if still in doubt do get that vaccine.  

 During the time in isolation I have had a chance to reflect on the years gone by 

in the Parish Hall, as a committee we are struggling with the numbers of us 

who  actually take decisions and shape the way forward. Our ideas are 

boundless, but we need more helpers.  I always give tribute to those who are in the background 

ever ready to step in and give us their free time.   As we return to our normal “services” in the hall 

would it not be a good idea to go back to having representatives of groups to serve on the 

committee? My connections with the hall go back over 45 years! Back to playgroup days, then the 

committee would have boasted  over 20 reps. Unlike now when we are five people, including the 

treasurer, secretaries, and the chairman!  

I thank those who have shown an interest in perhaps using the hall to promote local businesses and 

enterprises.  We will be exploring the ways this can be developed.     

We welcome Carrie Laing, our new caretaker,who is now taking up her duties. Her mobile number 

is 07359 133039.  Please make all bookings via this number, as it will save confusion.    There will 

be stricter cleaning to combat any further virus outbreaks.  Please follow all the guidelines and 

rules issued by the committee. 

Our first community event is the Car Treasure Hunt.  This 

will take place on Friday 20th August starting at the hall 

from 5pm ending at the brewery where the Whiddon 

Waggon will be serving food, cost is £10 per car, and we 

will take a £5 deposit from each person requiring food. 

Dave will be there to provide his famous ales, wines, soft 

drinks and coffees. This is a joint fund raisier organised 

by the hall and the Holsworthy Rotary Club, with Ian 

Parker as our local rep.     

 

If you have not booked your slot for the Treasure Hunt please contact either Ian on 271123 or 

Maralyn on 271315.  

I am sure the Clawton community hopes that this will be a return to a more normal life, without the 

restrictions of meeting with friends and neighbours, but trying our best to curb any more 

infections. 
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Ashwater Camera Club – looking for new members! 

Ashwater Camera Club are a small and friendly local club who meet monthly and are looking for 

new members. 

Our members are all amateurs and range from 

enthusiastic but with limited knowledge,  to some who 

are very technically capable and happy to pass on their 

skills. 

If you would be interested in joining us, or visiting for a 

try out session, please contact me:  

Caroline Gill (secretary) at doodlewiz@gmail.com  

For more information and to see some of our work please visit our 

website: https://ashwatercameraclub.weebly.com/members-gallery.html  

Below is the calendar for the remainder of this year.....Covid allowing! 

Sat July 31st  – Photo shoot at Roadford Lake 10.30-12.30pm 

Sat August 7th - Horse Sanctuary visit 12-4pm (near Holsworthy) 

Mon August 16th - Mal will take an outside nature photo session around the village 

Mon Sept 20th  - Show each other photos taken over the year, 10 per person 

Mon Oct 18th - Chris Robbins wildlife talk 

Mon Nov 15th – Rupert Stockwin talk 

Mon Dec 20th – AGM/Xmas meal 

We also run a fun monthly competition based around a theme. 

We look forward to welcoming you if you are interested in joining or finding out more about us.  

 
Clawton Parish Council News   

The remaining meetings of the Parish Council for 2021 will be held on  

Monday 20th September and Monday 8th November at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall.    

All are welcome to attend. Please send any matters for the attention to the Parish Council to the 

parish clerk, Sally Whitehead via  clawtonpcclerk@outlook.com  

Minutes and Agenda are available on our village web site: www.clawton.org.uk  

  

mailto:doodlewiz@gmail.com
https://ashwatercameraclub.weebly.com/members-gallery.html
mailto:clawtonpcclerk@outlook.com
http://www.clawton.org.uk/
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Environmental Ramblings from Andy Rogers 

Knowing your river – the Claw 

The Claw rises in the Claw Moor 

plantation area and collects water from a ‘catchment’ of 

just over 32km2.  It flows circa 14.6km South-West, 

primarily through farmland and plantations as well as 

through small urban areas such as Clawton. It joins the 

Tamar near Leatpark and Tamerton Town woods.  it is 

one of 56 water bodies that make up the Tamar 

catchment. Rivers and stream corridors play a vital role 

in our rural countryside as homes and thoroughfares for 

much of our remaining wildlife. River catchments that 

function naturally are less prone to flooding and more 

resilient to drought.  

The Environment Agency monitors the health of our rivers and report its status under the 

European Union Water Framework Directive (WFD). Each year, along with other rivers, it is 

classified according to a combination of elements including fish, aquatic invertebrates, water 

quality (phosphate, dissolved oxygen, ammonia) and river morphology (shape and structure of the 

river channel). Rivers can be classified as High, Good, Moderate, Poor or Bad – the original aim of 

the WFD was that all rivers would reach ‘Good’ status by 2015, that’s since been put back to 2027. 

How is the Claw classified? 

Sadly, the Claw has never reached ‘Good’ status and following the most recent 2019 assessments, it 

has been downgraded from ‘Moderate’ to ‘Poor’. Within the Tamar Catchment as a whole, it is one 

of seven of the 56 waterbodies rated as ‘’poor’, with the Derril water the only one classified lower, 

as ‘Bad’ (7 are rated ‘Poor’, 35 as 

‘Moderate, 13 as ‘Good’ and none are 

‘High’).  

The Environment Agency keep a list of 

‘Reasons for Not Achieving Good Status’ 

known as RNAGS. The list for the Claw 

includes farm and site infrastructure, poor 

livestock Management, arable land use, 

and riparian / in river activities. All of 

these have an impact on fish, invertebrates, and phosphate levels.  

The sediment from diffuse sources is also a major issue. Mud from fields 

and roads gets washed into the river and settles on the bed smothering gravels which are vital 

habitats for invertebrates and for spawning fish. 

The Environment Agency also gives the reasons for the Claw not achieving ‘Good’ status. There 

were four reasons – but all were identified as pollution from rural areas and all under ‘Agriculture 

and rural land management’  

Above you can see a side stream 
bringing sediment into the Claw, 
near Clawton 

A dead fish recently seen by the bridge 
in Clawton (cause of death unknown) 

Map showing Claw catchment  

© Crown Copyright Ordnance Survey 
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What can you do? 

We hope that this has brought attention to the plight of the river locally, so that we can start to turn 

things around – but to do that we need your help!! Westcountry Rivers Trust run a volunteer river 

monitoring scheme called Westcountry CSI (Citizen Science Investigations) and we are looking for 

volunteers to survey rivers in the upper Tamar such as the Claw. We have over 400 people signed 

up across the Westcountry – from West Cornwall to Somerset, and between them they have logged 

approaching 1000 surveys this year alone. But the Claw (and North Devon in general) needs more 

help. Westcountry CSI includes a survey form prompting volunteers to record photographs and 

data on river flows, water level, wildlife spotted and pollution sources. We will suggest survey 

locations and provide water quality test kits for dissolved solids, suspended sediment and 

phosphate – some of the key indicators which are scoring so badly in Claw. That information is 

uploaded to an interactive map where it can be viewed online. Ideally people will sign up to survey 

one or more locations at least once a month, each survey should only take around 10 to 15 minutes. 

This information will help us to highlight the good things about the Claw and find out more about 

those issues that are causing it to fail so badly. The Westcountry Rivers Trust will then be able to 

work with local-residents and government bodies to come up with a plan to reverse the fortunes of 

the River Claw, and our other local rivers. 

If you’re interested in volunteering to help show the Claw some love, or if you’d like to find out 

more - get in touch with us here at Westcountry Rivers Trust by email csi@wrt.org.uk or by 

phoning the office on 01579 372 140.  

For those interested, Bude have published the draft of their Climate Resilient Catchment report 

which can be found here: Bude Climate Partnership website 

If you have something else ’Environmental’ you want to discuss or want advice or signposting then 

feel free to drop me a line at: andyrogers.mes@hotmail.co.uk  

Stop the Scammers 

‘SLING YOUR HOOK’ CAMPAIGN 

The campaign taps into the psychology that scammers use to hook people in, helping you stay one step 

ahead and protect yourself and your loved ones against the increasing variety of scams happening every 

day. We’ve identified the following five behaviours scammers commonly use: 

 They imply they’re doing you a favour (reciprocity) 
 They indicate everyone else is doing this (social proof) 
 They say your only chance is to act now (urgency) 
 They act like they’re similar to you, so you like them and want to please them (connection) 
 They ask you to do one little thing which makes you do more (commitment). 

We also know that often victims of scams report that in hindsight they felt something wasn’t quite 
right at the time.  This campaign aims to raise awareness of the tactics scammers use and 
encourages people to ‘stop and think’ if something doesn’t FEEL, SEEM, LOOK or SOUND right.  This 
allows them time to trust your gut instinct and help prevent becoming a scam victim. 
 
“Everyone likes to feel special. But watch out! If a stranger is going out of their way for you, something 
fishy may be going on instead. Scammers like to offer one-off deals and favours. Don’t be afraid to tell 
them no.” John Hayward-Cripps, CEO of Neighbourhood Watch Network 

mailto:csi@wrt.org.uk
https://www.budeclimate.org/projects-3
mailto:andyrogers.mes@hotmail.co.uk
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Inter Parish Walk Report from Evelyn Sharman 

Our walk on Monday 12th July started at East Vognacott with kind permission of the land owner.  

The farm is officially in the Parish of Holsworthy 

Hamlets. I think this is one of my favourite walks for 

various reasons. By following the footpath through 

the farm yard & out to Honeycroft Cross & then 

turning right along the lane towards Holsworthy 

Beacon, a nice circular route can be achieved as you 

can then follow another footpath back to East 

Vognacott by going through Gearns Farm. It 

includes walking along some beautiful ancient 

green lanes & across some meadows that contain 

lots of varieties of grasses & flora which attract 

masses of insect life. We won't mention the horse flies that were very evident as the vegetation was quite 

wet!!  

In Devon we are fortunate to be surrounded by lush green pastures for livestock & forage but there is much 

to be said for the more traditional meadows that provide a much more diverse eco system. This route also 

includes some stunning views & we enjoyed clear views to the south towards Holsworthy with Dartmoor 

as a backdrop. There is historical interest at Scorphill where the Census records dating back to 1841 

mention that a cottage used to exist. As an added point of interest, maintenance work was being 

undertaken on the wind turbine at Gearns Farm & we watched the contractors abseiling down to inspect 

the tip of one of the blades. There are no stiles to negotiate since DCC kindly replaced them all with self-

closing gates a few years ago & they arrange an annual cut of the vegetation to be done by a local contractor. 

The track near East Vognacott is much more people friendly since major drainage works were completed. 

As an added bonus, there are some beautiful White Park Cattle to admire at the farm. I believe everyone 

enjoyed their morning & I was grateful for their company. Many hands made light work of the odd bits of 

bramble snipping that were required.  

 I am not sure what the future holds for the Inter Parish Walks as I have decided to stand down as Parish 

Councillor for Holsworthy Hamlets. I am hopeful that one of the other Councillors will take on my role as 

"Footpath Monitor" so that our local footpaths can continue to be covered by DCC's P3 scheme. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my role. It has enabled me to explore parts of our Parish that I would otherwise not 

have known existed & to meet so many local people including our land owners who have always been so 

supportive. I recommend looking for updates in the various local Parish magazines regarding future walks 

that may be planned. 

Freedom Day – Poem by Les Johnson 

Freedom Day’s fallen down flat. 
With scientists telling us that 
More vaccine, per head, 
Could cut down the spread, 
What next? Jab the dog 
and the cat? 
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Local businesses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


