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Welcome to the January 2021 edition of the Clawton Clarion.  
 
As I write this, we are all looking forward to a brief respite in 
restrictions for Christmas when we can carefully meet family and 
friends after a very difficult year. With news of the vaccine being 
approved, may I wish eveyone a very Happy New Year and hope for 
better things in 2021. 
Information in this edition is correct at the time of going to print, but we await announcements 
throughout January regarding  further changes in restrictions. 
 
Please send contributions for the next edition by midday on Wednesday 20th January 2021 to 
graham.jw@btinternet.com or call me, Judi Graham: 01409 271265  
If you would like to receive the Clarion electronically, send me your e mail address  
 
St Leonard’s Church 
 

St Leonard’s church continues to be open daily for private 
prayer and visitors.   

The (abbreviated) carol service on Tuesday 22nd December 
2020 at 7.30pm is confirmed - there will be no singing by the 
congregation (humming behind face masks permitted!) and 
sadly no refreshments, but a small choir and organist will be 
present.  Please spread out throughout the church and adults 
who can please wear  a face covering.  

Other Christmas services nearby are: 

 Christmas Eve:  7pm Christmas service at Tetcott, 7pm Holy Communion at Black 
Torrington and 9pm Holy Communion at Halwill. 

 Christmas Day: 10am Holy Communion at Beaworthy and 11am service at Ashwater. 

January Services at St. Leonard’s:  There will be Holy Communion on Sunday 31st at 11.00. 

Can visitors please respect social distancing and maintain appropriate hygiene during their visits.  

For any church related concerns or queries please contact:Rev Stephen Skinner (Priest in charge} 
Tel: 07554 142264 - email- sjmskinners@btinternet.com 
Irene Ellis (Church warden) Tel:01409 271371  
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Thanks to Les Johnson for his latest poem 
 
The Dormouse 
 
How clever of the dormouse 
To escape the Winter’s cold, 
Three months or more it sleeps 
As life is put on hold. 
  
This cutest of all mammals 
Is the ace of hibernation, 
Snug and warm inside its nest 
Of moss and vegetation. 
  

This miracle of nature 
Has my endless admiration, 
As it cancels daily life 
In suspended animation. 
  
To sing of nessun dorma 
Will make a dormouse weep, 
When Winter comes each year 
It’s time for it to sleep. 

Welcome to New Neighbours 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to new neighbours Iain and Elaine Nunn who have 
recently moved into Larnaca. We look forward to meeting you when our usual parish events can 
resume. 

 
Clawton Parish Council News from Paul Grafton 

 
Thanks to Nigel and Edwina Stacey for once again donating a Christmas 

Tree and installing it at the village crossroads. 

Ice and Snow:  It’s obvious when snow falls that drivers need to take extra 

care but ice is trickier.  Sometimes it seems to form on one piece of road 

while the roads around are ice-free.  And, of course, it can linger all day if a 

patch of road doesn’t get any sun.  Recently the road from Tetcott to 

Commons Gate was so icy you could hardly stand up (causing a van to skid 

into the house opposite the junction) but there was no obvious frost on the 

grass and Horslett Hill was ice-free.   

We have access to a snowplough and a gritter trailer (shared with Tetcott) and a supply of grit, and 

the yellow grit bins should be full.  A little grit spread with a shovel goes a long way.  If you feel we 

need the gritter (because the ice is severe and likely to last) give me a call on 07794 913757 and, 

hopefully, I’ll be able to get the trailer or arrange for someone to do so.  

Clarion Distributors 

Many thanks to the dedicated team of distributors who over the past year (except for a couple of 

months subject to Covid restrictions) have ensured everyone received their copy of the Clarion 

every month. 

 

Visibility:  If you’re walking the lanes please 

consider wearing something hi-viz.  There are 

places where, even in the middle of a dull 

winter’s day, a driver can find it difficult to 

spot you.  
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Email alert list:  Thanks to those who asked to join the list.  There hasn’t actually been anything so 
far that has needed sending out. 
 
Churchyard:  The PCC would like to thank Steven Greenaway who has been doing a brilliant job of 

maintaining the churchyard and who has kindly agreed to carry on next year. 

Main Road speeds:  A recent speed monitor placed on the A388 opposite Church Cottages gave us 

some interesting data on the long-running issue of vehicle speeds: 

 

 

Clawton Parish Hall Report from Maralyn Bailey 
 
Many thank you messages this month, first of all, to Peter & Eileen Oliver who have organised the 
monthly Whist evenings, Peter now feels it is time to hand over the reins to someone else, the 
proceeds of these evenings goes to help the running costs of the hall. Peter has not enjoyed the best 
of health over the past couple of years, and has suffered a fall recently, so we wish him a quick 
recovery, and thank Peter & Eileen for their dedication to the Whist.  
 
Also a thank you to the people who have donated to the hall, but who wish to stay in the 
background without names being mentioned. My thanks go to the ladies of the WOW (Women on 
Wednesday) group, who have generously donated the equivalent of the hiring charges for the hall 
during 2020, thank you so much ladies, hope we are able to meet again soon. 
 
With the current restrictions we may not be able to host the coffee morning on Friday 18th, so the 
idea is to have a “drive in” coffee morning, with sausage rolls and mince pies and clotted cream. It 
will give everyone a chance to exchange Christmas wishes, I know so many are missing this 
regular date!! We will serve the refreshments to your cars, between 11am and 12 noon. 
 
The hall has been storing a slate base pool table which has been 
in use in the Holsworthy Social Club until recently, if you know of 
anyone who would like to purchase it, please contact Maralyn, the 
table comes complete with overhead lights and a set of balls also 
a chipboard cover. 
A price? £60 we feel is fair. 
 
We hope you get to see our Christmas “tree” outside the hall, we 
feel it sums up the dreadful year we have all endured with sparse 
contact with our friends and family. 
 
We all look ahead to 2021 with hope, once again my thanks to all our wonderful supporters who 
helped to achieve the new look exterior to the hall. 
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Inter Parish Walk Report from Evelyn Sharman 
 
As you may be aware, the Inter Parish walks only take place between February & November 

inclusive. Sometimes I am asked why I don't organise any walks in December & January. The answer 

is that I take the opportunity to fulfill my role as P3 coordinator for the Parish of Holsworthy 

Hamlets. P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) is an initiative by DCC (Devon County Council). They employ 

a number of PROW (Public Rights of Way) wardens to oversee our footpaths, bridle ways & other 

byways across the county. Obviously, this is a huge area & so the P3 initiative was set up. Local 

volunteers, usually under the auspices of Parish or Town Councils, keep an eye on the PROWs in 

their respective area. Quite often minor issues can be dealt with by the P3 coordinators. For more 

serious issues, we report back to DCC via our respective warden & they deal with the matter. 

Officially, the P3 coordinators are obliged to walk their PROWs at least once a year. We complete an 

official return which is due mid-February of each year. We advise upon the condition of each PROW 

& let DCC know what work we have had to undertake in order to keep them accessible. This might 

be as simple as trimming brambles around stiles & gates or replacing the way markers so that the 

route is obvious.  

Sometimes it might be necessary to replace wooden stiles with galvanised gates. Normally this 

would be done by engaging the services of a local contractor. If any cost is incurred, this is included 

on the annual return & the Parish is usually reimbursed. 

 It is really helpful to receive feedback from members of 

the community. I usually check the routes periodically 

during the year but it's amazing how quickly some 

features/areas deteriorate. For instance, a particular 

footpath was clear in July but by October it was almost 

inaccessible due to the significant growth of vegetation. 

There has also been an incidence of significant & 

prolonged flooding on a byway. A resident kindly 

brought it to my attention & it was quickly dealt with by 

a local contractor. 

 If you ever encounter a problem on a PROW, you can either report it to your local Parish Council or 

you could report it directly to DCC via their web site. There are various links for reporting all sorts 

of problems but there is one specifically for PROWs. The sooner a problem is reported, the sooner 

it can be rectified. The photo shows a feature on the bridle way between Higher Sellick & Gunnacott 

in Clawton. It had become significantly overgrown & impassible but it was reported & dealt with. 

There is access for both horse riders & pedestrians across the River Claw. The last time I walked 

this way, the route was rather uncertain especially at the Gunnacott end but hopefully this will be 

improved by the addition of way markers before too long. 

 Next month I anticipate putting together a proposed programme of walks for 2021 but this will be 

subject to the latest Government advice. I sincerely hope that we can look forward to a happier New 

Year.         

 


